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 1 
Present Members:  Zona Butler, Jennifer Iller, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, and Pauline Proch 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Melissa Murphy at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at 4 
NHS. Tim Lepore made a motion, Jennifer Iler seconded and it was approved unanimously.  Melissa Murphy asked 5 
the Committee to please add a “Vote” to the Agenda for Nantucket Community School. The TupancyHarris 6 
Foundation of 1986 has given $5,000 to the Nantucket Community School for the Wee Whalers Preschool program, 7 
Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller, opposed by none, and it was approved unanimously. 8 
 9 
Comments from the Public 10 
Mr. David Martin, community member and parent of Elementary School students, addressed the Committee for his 11 
second time reiterating his opinion that the Schools lack of commitment toward handicap persons.  In his words, he is 12 
strongly promoting civil rights and he made a seemingly sarcastic apology to his children, the school children and 13 
staff, of his failed attempt to the help the citizens of Nantucket.  He said he should have been louder; and he should 14 
have made his statements and complaints earlier.  ADA laws are important laws that need to be followed and the 15 
district has failed to follow them.  Making a comparison to the turbulent times of 1968, Mr. Martin aligned himself 16 
with Martin Luther King, pronouncing they both are advocating for everyone’s civil rights.  Mr. Martin stated he 17 
“had a dream” for all the doors to be functional. He claimed the NES playground is not handicap accessible, NHS 18 
parking spots are not accessible, and he continued to make additional statements of where he views the district is 19 
failing with compliance. He announced that he has filed complaints with the Attorney General office, the Town and 20 
he has had conversations with Steve Butler, Town Building Commissioner, who according to Mr. Martin, supports 21 
Mr. Martin’s complaints.   Mrs. Murphy asked Mr. Martin politely to wrap up his comments as he had been given a 22 
fair amount of time to make his points.  She suggested perhaps an email to the Committee listing the details might be 23 
a prudent next step.  She assured Mr. Martin not only was the Committee aware of his views, but the school was 24 
addressing the issues cited and she had full confidence that the district was attending to their obligations.  Mrs. Diane 25 
O’Neill, Director of Facilities, addressed the Chair to assure that repairs were being made or had been made to 26 
modify door or other issues.  Superintendent Cozort also noted some specifics to assure Mr. Martin any outstanding 27 
item was being reviewed.  Mr. Martin, unsatisfied, lastly stated, “I am tired. And, I am not fixing the problem with 28 
results, so I will let the government take care of it.”  Mr. Martin left the School Committee meeting.  29 
 30 
Presentations and discussions of interest to the Committee 31 
Annual Report – Director of Athletics, Christopher Maury 32 
Chris Maury began his presentation with general information about participation for the past year and he offered a 33 
narrative and outline detailing each sport.  He noted that participation continues to grow and he is enthusiastic about 34 
the numbers.  For the year, 371 NHS students and 169 CPS students participated in at least one interscholastic 35 
athletic team and an additional 55 students participated in one of the two new club level athletic programs.  36 
Collectively, 543 games were played in regular season and 22 state tournament games were completed, 151 were 37 
wins, 88 were losses and the winning percentage equates to .627%.  Mr. Maury proudly stated the best news of all 38 
was the stellar academic numbers – 163 students obtained honor roll status, 52 students obtained high honor roll and 39 
the overall GPA for participating student’s athletes was an impressive 3.59.  A few ‘key points of interest’: the Island 40 
Cup victory, the Ice Hockey team success, the Swim Team’s consistent success and Jim Pignato’s Coach of the Year 41 
award, the addition of two Club Sports (Cross Country and Tennis) to the list of options for students, and the 42 
installation of two new scoreboards, one inside in the gym and the football field.  Mr. Maury also mentioned how the 43 
addition of two new club teams did not draw away athletes from other teams, but rather pulled new participants.    44 
Zona Butler asked about track and Mr. Maury responded that the addition of a track program would definitely impact 45 
the numbers for other Spring sports and we don’t have the facilities at this date to accommodate a proper program 46 
offering. Tim Lepore was pleased with the successful year, especially returning the Island Cup to its “proper home”.  47 
Jenn Iller asked about the Sports registration and Family ID, were the ELL families able to handle the registration 48 
process and also, was the sports program expanding to 6

th
 grade? Mr. Maury answered that the new registration 49 

process works well, and he does agree we can always assist ELL families with a little bit more outreach.  His hope is  50 
 51 
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 52 
that it becomes easier.  He expects over 400 students to register for Fall 2017.  Pauline Proch gave a shoutout to Joe 53 
Perry, Grounds Supervisor, and his crew for caring and providing such great fields. The prepping and maintenance 54 
are terrific and she feels the student athletes definitely realize how lucky they are to have such great field space.   She 55 
also wanted to comment on the inclusive ways students with disabilities are able to participate in the teams and 56 
different sport offerings and thanked everyone involved for this. Melissa Murphy thanked him for his presentation 57 
and commented how impressed she is with students working to make their academic responsibility a priority.  She 58 
also wanted to publically thank the Hyline and the Steamship Authority for continuing to make our travel accessible 59 
by helping us with Sports rates/cost and travel.  School Committee Clerk, Logan O’Connor, assured Mrs. Murphy 60 
that the district has sent thank you notes to Group Sales to confirm they are aware of how appreciative the district is 61 
for the support. 62 
 63 
Jennifer Iller needed to excuse herself from the School Committee Meeting. 64 
 65 
English Language Learners Update – Director of ELL, Jeremiah Splaine 66 
Jeremiah Splaine welcomed Kellyann Cooney, new Director of ELL for 2017-2018, as he retires on June 30, and he 67 
began his presentation with the theme of “CHANGE”.  The English Language Learner program has morphed over 68 
the years.  Mr. Splaine thanked his staff, listing each one individually in each school.  He specifically thanked the late 69 
Hank O’Roark for making such a difference in such a short time being in the district; thanked Devin Durand for 70 
stepping into Mr. O’Roark’s teacher role and quickly making a difference and while in an awkward situation in 71 
filling those shoes; and he thanked Eilleen Taveras and Patricia Harding for all their community outreach and all the 72 
support they provide. He gave unofficial numbers of the ELL count for June 2017 at 282 students.  He offered charts 73 
showing the growth by year, by grade, by school and reviewed the astoundingly high percent of total enrollment for 74 
Nantucket 17.7% compared to the state average at 9.5%.  He reviewed the different home languages (approximately 75 
13) and remarked that 209 students are bilingual and not part of the ELL program.  He discussed the WIDA access 76 
requirements and how this will impact high school students, putting greater demand on them for higher proficiency.  77 
He is enthusiastic about WIDA as it provides a road map to success by identifying strengths and weakness and 78 
delivers scoring to help ensure ELL students are receiving the support they need to meet Proficient.  While NPS has 79 
more work to do to reach higher levels of proficiency, Title III offers grant money that aides after school English 80 
language tutoring at NES, Summer School for students in all three schools and Summer Boost for the youngest non-81 
English speakers in our district (48 are eligible).   The Parent Advisory Council PAC, with the help of Maria Partida, 82 
is a parent group that is another area of family support.  Mr. Splaine was proud to review the Class of 2017 stats: 16 83 
English Learners, 11 former English Learners, 28 home languages other than English, 20 born outside of the US and 84 
most significantly, graduating 18 ‘first in their family’ garnering huge applause at the graduation ceremony.  Pauline 85 
Proch asked how many applied to college, Mr. Splaine was unsure and Superintendent Cozort suggested the high 86 
school could provide these numbers.  Mr. Splaine then circled back to his theme of CHANGE, with the new Director 87 
Cooney on board.  Mr. Splaine feels the district is in a good place, supported by MATSOL and DESE and he thanked 88 
the Superintendent for seeing the need and creating the Director position.  The School Committee thanked Mr. 89 
Splaine for all the work he has done.  Mrs. Murphy asked about other comparable districts knowing that Nantucket is 90 
unique.  Mr. Splaine defined that no comparison exists, our numbers are double those of the closest comparable.  91 
Superintendent Cozort reiterated that he felt it important for this position to exist and be filled by someone who 92 
especially understood the culture on Nantucket - Mr. Splaine has set up systems and made an enormous impact!  93 
 94 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken 95 
Vote to Approve NHS Accidentals & Naturals Field Trip to New York City, April 5-8, 2018. Mrs. Murphy thanked 96 
NHS for coming early for approval, Mr. Cozort pointed out that he would be chaperoning instead of Dr. Buckey, and, 97 
with a motion made by Pauline Proch, seconded by Tim Lepore, it was approved. 98 
 99 
Vote to Approve NHS China Club Field Trip to Beijing, April 12-21, 2018. Mrs. Murphy again thanked NHS for 100 
coming early for approval, with a motion made by Pauline Proch, seconded by Tim Lepore,  it was approved. 101 
 102 
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 103 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Cape Cod Five Charitable Foundation to NHS Gift Account for the Allied 104 
Health Program $500.00. Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Jennifer Iller, with none opposed, the motion 105 
was approved. 106 
 107 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from James Meehan and Patricia White to NHS Gift Account for the Library NY 108 
Times abbreviated Subscription $750.00. Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Tim Lepore, with none 109 
opposed, the motion was approved. 110 
 111 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Dorothy Egan Foundation to the NHS Gift Account for third and final 112 
installment of the Nursing & Allied Health Program $15,000.00.  Pauline Proch made a motion, seconded by Pauline 113 
Proch, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 114 
 115 
Vote to Approve Gift Donation from Andrew Hood to the NHS Gift Account for the Woodshop, $1,500.00 Pauline 116 
Proch made a motion, seconded by Tim Lepore, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 117 
 118 
Vote to Approve Congdon & Maglathlin Scholarships 2017 (Senior& Alumni) $7,000 & $6,000. Tim Lepore made a 119 
motion, seconded by Pauline Proch, with none opposed, the motion was approved. 120 
 121 
Amend Policies – EBB, First Aid & EBC, Emergency Plans 122 
Tim Lepore made a motion for each one of these policies, seconded by Pauline Proch, with none opposed, the motion 123 
was approved. 124 
 125 
Vote to Approve the June 6, 2017, Meeting Minutes:  126 
Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the minutes, Pauline Proch seconded, and the motion was approved. 127 
 128 
Vote to Approve the Transfers & Invoices 129 
With no transfers other than payroll, Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the transfers and invoices, Pauline Proch 130 
seconded, the motion was approved. 131 
 132 
Superintendent’s Report–W. Michael Cozort 133 
Wellness Update – The Superintendent reviewed that the Wellness department has been meeting throughout the year 134 
and continues to work on health curriculum at NES &CPS.  They will present mid-year to the School Committee. 135 
 136 
Graduation Highlights – Lots of highlights to talk about.  Superintendent Cozort praised Dr. John Buckey for a 137 
tremendous job organizing graduation and all that goes into those days.  His speech was great, he noted two School 138 
Committee members giving diplomas to their kin, and remarked he has never seen a Chair get so many hugs during 139 
the ceremony.  He loved seeing Assistant Principal John Lucchini graduating with the Class of 2017 and directed to 140 
him how much he will be missed, “…your work commitment and work ethic and steady hand is appreciated…”. 141 
 142 
Handicap Update –Superintendent Cozort reports, NHS button was repaired, he is not sure why it is not working. 143 
The CPS doors were fixed. At NES, the part to fix the door will be here on Friday.  The Kindergarten entrance will 144 
stay locked per policy.  The Director of Facilities has spoken with Steve Butler, and any door restricted is restricting 145 
everyone and not picking out any individuals who are handicap and, these are locked for a reason.  We are not 146 
ignoring Mr. Martin’s concerns and Melissa Murphy agreed and reminded that the Committee is appreciative of the 147 
work. 148 
 149 
Superintendent Cozort was happy to announce Miss Natalie Gammons will now represent the Student Council and 150 
join us during for meetings in the future. 151 
 152 
 153 
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 154 
On the Horizon – We are right on schedule, but we neglected to include on the Horizon the Math Update which 155 
Director of C&A, STEM, Michael Horton, will present.  156 
 157 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements  158 
Chair Melissa Murphy mentioned it might be a good idea to connect with designated officials regarding the ADA 159 
compliance.  While Nantucket is as imperfect a place to comply with some of the ADA laws, these people are good 160 
resources.  Visitor Services has been in conversation with them, and she feels it will be a worthy contact for the 161 
District.  Mrs. O’Neill replied she has already had positive discussions with them and they had previously reviewed 162 
our plans and are fully aware of what we are doing, especially during the recent building project(s).  It was noted that 163 
another meeting has been scheduled with them to review all of Mr. Martin’s concerns.   164 
 165 
Mrs. Murphy also asked the committee to look at the Doodle calendar poll to establish a good mutual time to hold the 166 
retreat.  She noted that Mrs. Iller cannot meet during the weekdays and thought perhaps there might be a good 167 
evening or weekend time that might work.   168 
 169 
Sub-Committees:  170 
Policies -The Policy committee will meet again next week.  171 
Negotiations – Negotiations are still taking place with NTA, hoping for some conclusion towards the end of June.  172 
Teaching Assistant Contract has begun negotiations. 173 
 174 
Pauline Proch wished to mention for the record regarding Public Comment:  she is fully in support of Administration 175 
and School Committee. 176 
 177 
At 7:23 pm the School Committee adjourned on a motion made by Pauline Proch and seconded by Tim Lepore, and 178 
unanimously approved. 179 
 180 
Respectfully submitted,  181 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  182 


